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their role is rather of a negative nature, from the point of
view of human geography.

The  Amur plays  the  most  important  positive  role.    It
unites Primorye with the Pre-Amur region.   It is a navigable

FIG. 34.  THE AMUR-USSURI REGION
waterway flowing through the chief part of the Far East
which has any considerable agricultural potentiality. North-
eastward along the main valley there is a through route
around the northern end of the Sikhote Alin to the Pacific,
while the Ussuri valley and the Prikhana Lowland provide
a route around the southern end. Along the upper Amur the
Trans-Siberian route links the Far East with the agricultural
and industrial regions of Southern Siberia. The importance
of the Amur is so well recognized that the Russians have
called it the Volga of the East.